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Celebrating the Old and the New 
Marlene Bireley 
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By now, each of you should have received the preliminary 
announcements of some major events to be held during the fo1tieth 
anniversary year of Wright State. On October 5, David Hopkins will 
be formally installed as president of the university. He has, of course, 
been on the job since January 1, but this will be the grand celebration 
of the change of leadership. Watch your mail for fmther details. 
The other events will be hosted by the University Libraries and the 
Friends of the Libraries. We hope that you can attend one or more of 
these celebratory events. 
1. The University Libraries and the WSU Foundation present 
"Blast from the Past" celebrating WSU's 40th anniversary 7:00-11 :00 
pm Saturday, Oct. 20, 2007, in the Dunbar Library. Relive the past 
40 years through an evening of game shows, tv highlights, dancing, 
exhibits, a style show, buffet, and more. Individual tickets are $50 
each, and sponsorshiR levels are available at $1,000, $2,500, and 
$5,000. Valet parking will be available. Please contact 775-3327 for 
additional information. 
2. The WSU Libraries have created a WSU 40th Anniversary 
Photoblog at http://libraries.wright.edu/40th _ wsu/ . New photos are 
added regularly and everyone is invited to submit photographs and/or 
commentary to the existing photographs. Photos are provided by cur-
rent students, alumni, current and retired faculty and staff, and cain-
pus friends. Peruse your photo albums and add your own memories 
to this live, active, online activity. For more information, please con-
tact Jane Wildermuth at 775-3927. · 
3. The WSU Friends of the Libraries, in collaboration with 
the Dayton Council on World Affairs and the University Center for 
International Education, welcome Mr. William H. Wild, former edi-
torial page editor for the Dayton Jouma! Herald, as guest speaker 
5:30-7:30 pm Friday, Sept. 28, 2007, on the Dunbar Library fourth 
floor. Mr. Wild wrote and published a booklet titled, "Seeking Peace 
Tlu·ough Understanding - The Dayton Council on World Affairs : A 
60-Year Histo1y." This event is free. Parking is free and near the 
building. RSVP by Sept. 25 by calling 775-2380 or online at 
www. libraries. wright.edu/ about/ events. 
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From The President 
Bob Wagley 
This should be an exciting year! Wright 
State University is having its 40th year retrospective 
and a lot of things will be happening and a lot of our 
members will be honored for their years of se1vice 
to the university. Be sure you watch The Extension 
for announcements of various 40th year activities. 
In addition the university activities, your 
retirees association will be having interesting and 
informative events as well. Please check out our web 
site, www.wright.edu/admin/retirees in addition to 
The Extension for a complete list of those events. 
· I am looking forward to working with the 
returning and new board members this year. Serving 
as an officer or member of the board of the Wright 
State University Retirees Association (WSURA) is 
extremely enjoyable. Please stop in for one of our 
monthly meetings (first Wednesday of the Month at 
10:00 a.m.) and find out what you are missing. 
WSURA is an active organization which 
attempts to plan social and educational activities for 
its members. However, unless you let us know what 
you are i.nterested in, we have to try to guess what 
you want or need. The best way to let us know is to 
volunteer for one or more of our activity areas. You 
will be welcomed with open arms. You will not re-
gret the little time it takes to give back to the univer-
sity and to se1ve your fellow retirees. It is a wann 
and fuzzy feeling!! If you can't volunteer but wish us 
to plan some sort of activity, contact any member of 
the board, call the office 775-2777 or email us at 
wsura@wright.edu. 
Deaths 
Mary Pryor, Assistant Professor, School of Medi-
cine, June 2007 
Katharine Mahuron. Bursar's Office, July 2007 
A.K.M. Aminul Islam, Emerih1s Professor. former 
Chair of Anthropology. Sociology and Social Work, 
COLA, July 2007. Since his retirement, Dr. Islam 
and his sister have founded a school for girls in his 
native Bangladesh. 
Barbara Fultz, Secretmy. CEHS, July 2007 
Shelby Crowe, CEHS Professor. August 2007 
Doris McCormick, Computer Center, July 2007 
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New Board Members: Peggy Bott, Carol Ste-
venson, and President Elect Jim Uphoff 
Retirees 
Gust Bambakidis, Physics, December 2006 
Michael Barnhart, Education and Human Ser-
vices, June 2007 
Donna Baver, SOM Srudent Affairs and Admis-
sions, May 2007 
Richard Bethke, Mechanical & Materials Engi-
neering, December 2006 
Judith Blair, Phannacology and Toxicology, Janu-
ary 2007 
Naida Blair, Nursing and Health, June 2007 
Anna Carone, Educational Resource Center, De-
cember 2006 
Donna Curtin, Education and Human Services, 
May 2007 
Ana Maria Douglas, Modem Languages, Janumy 
2006 
Patricia Fox, Professional Psychology, June 2007 
Lois Foy, Libraty Public Services, Janumy 2007 
Carl Gamble, Physical Plant. December 2006 
Karen Geist, Professional Psychology, Janumy 
2007 
Kim Goldenberg, President June 2007 
Charles Hartmann, Management, June 2007 
Allen Hye, Modern Languages, July 2006 
Sung Kim, Grounds Maintenance, July 2007 
Francis Laws, Music, June 2007 
Bonnie Mathies, Education and Human Services. 
June 2007 
William Mcintire. Earth and Envirornnental Sci-
ences, June 2007 
Katherine Mechlin, Neuroscience. Cell Biology & 
Physiology. May 2007 
H. Edgar Melton. Histo1y . July 2007 
WSURA Activities Schedule 
Fall 2007 
Abe Bassett and Joanne Risacher, Co-chairs 
Tuesday Sept. 18, 11 :00 am 
Appenzeller Visualization Lab 278 Joshi Re-
search Center, WSU 
A demonstration of the 3-D Vittual Environ-
ment Research Lab followed by lunch in Stu-
dent Union 
Cost: individual pay lunch 
RSVPs by Sept. 10 to 
joanne.risacher@wright.edu 
Thursday Oct. 11, 6:00 pm 
Wine, Cheese and Po~tty 
Those attending will be asked to bring a favorite 
poem to share with the group. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. 
Home of Helen and Tom Listerman 
RSVP by Friday, Oct. 5 to 
joanne.risacher@wright.edu 
Thursday Nov. 1, 11:00 am 
Lunch with Basketball Head Coach, Brad 
Brownell 
Student Union 
Cost: individual pay lunch 
RSVP by Friday, Oct. 26 to 
joanne.risacher@wright.edu 
Sunday Dec, 9, 11:00 am 
Gourmet !---Brunch 
Location TBD 
RSVP by Friday, Nov. 30 to 
robert.wagley@wright.edu 
The Membership Development Committee will 
repeat their presentation at the WSU Health Fair 
on October 3 lst. In addition to presentations by 
STRS and OPERS representatives, they will 
attempt to have a Social Security representative 
speaking on Medicare and the Offset. Plans for 
Spring Quaiter presentations include a series on 
Life's Exit Strategies it1cluding such topics as 
"Sitnplifying and Downsizing," "Donations To 
Various Donor Banks," "Living Choices to 
Make With Retirement," and "Travel Planning." 
Retirees, active employees, and guests are wel-
come at all of these activities. 
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Events of Interest 
"Religion and Health: The Resacralization of 
Medicine and the Renaturalization of Religion in 
America Today" 
A lecture by Dr. Nicholas Piediscalzi 
Founding Chair, WSU Department of Religion 
Wednesday, 3 October 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 
163 WSU Student Union 
Reception following in the Formal Lounge 
This lecture is FREE and OPEN to the public . 
For more infonnation, contact: 
Dr. David Baff, Dept. of Religion 
370 Millett Hall, 775-2274 or 
david.batT@wright.edu 
The Osher Lifelong Leaming Institute at the Uni-
versity of Dayton, a community outreach pro-
gram for adults 50 years of age and older, is 
pleased to announce the dates for the 2008 Win-
ter Program. The program begins January 14 and 
covers over 30 subjects with no exams, grades or 
formal education required. A single registration 
fee of $80 entitles you to register for as many of 
the seminars as you wish. Please call UD Special 
Programs and Continuing Education, 229-234 7 
to receive a brochure. 
Sights from the Summer Picnic 
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Bonnie Langdon 
Anthony Whitmore 
Alumni Achievement Awards 
Marlene Bireley 
WSURA members Donna Courtney (CEHS) and 
Marlene Bireley (CEHS) were honored t~ be invited 
guests of recipients at the May 18 Alumni Achievement 
Awards Ceremony. Donna was invited by Jennifer 
Horn-Claypool, the Athletics Alunmi Award, recip ient. 
Jennifer was a Business Education major and an out-
standi11g basketball player. She thanked Donna for help-
ing her to put emphasis on scholarship as well as athlet-
ics. She is now Superintendent of a local charter school. 
Marlene and Oris Amos (CEHS) (who now lives out of 
town) were described by Anthony Whitmore, recipient 
of the African American Society Awared ofExcellence, 
as major influences on his life and work at WSU. After 
teaching in local gifted programs. Tony became a re-
oional representative for Governors Voinovich and 
Taft. He now serves as a commmlity and political liai-
son for the Regional Transit Authority. Other recipients 
were Bonnie Langdon, former president of the Maria 
Joseph Living Care Center and WSU Trustee, 
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Robert Sweeney 
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award; Robert 
Sweeney, Executive Vice President for Plamling and 
Secreta1y to the Board ofTrustess, WSU, the Volunteer 
Service Award: and Amy Straiko-Howerton and 
Shawn M. Howerton, 2002 graduates of the School of 
Medicine, the Recent Graduate Awards. The Hower-
tons have chosen to become the only town phys icians 
in a small rural Ollio town. Needless to say. their 
schedule did not p~rmit them to attend the ceremony. 
All of the other recipients. after lengthy introductions 
of their accomplishments, gave inspirational remarks 
regarding their time at the university and their contin-
ued commitment to the betterment of the mliversity and 
the conununity. It was a beautiful reminder of the fact 
that, even as retirees, our work is being remembered 
and caITied on by these outstanding former students. 
April (and) Art in Paris ... and in the 
South of France, Too! 
Gary Barlow 
Professor Emeritus of Art Education 
Over the years, one of my travel dreams was 
to visit the southern part of France where Vincent Van 
Gogh lived and painted. In April, 2007, a French river 
boat cruise to this region became a reality. Some of us 
from WSU (Helen Carlin, COLA, who organized the 
tour; Marlene Bireley, CEHS; Lew Shupe, COLA/ 
CEHS; and myself, CEHS)joined a group of people for 
our tour in Paris (two days), then to Chaton to begin 
our cruise and on to the southern towns of Avignon and 
Aries. The nine days were packed with adventure and 
much sightseeing. As the publicity information stated, 
"Sail from the heart of Burgundy to Provence. These 
sunny regions where joie de vivre is a way of life have 
inspired writers, poets, artists, celebrities and the fore-
most chefs and sollll11eliers . . . We will eat sumptuous 
meals in this mecca of culinmy excellence. We'll drink 
spectacular wine. And we'll marvel at the history, ar-
chitecture and stunning vistas that serve as the dramatic 
backdrop to our jomney." 
Lew and Gar at Musee' d'Orsa 
Let's start at the beginning. The two days in 
Paris included, for some of us, a trip to the Louvre Mu-
seum, the Musee' D'Orsay. Notre Dame, and some fine 
restaurants (who can resist food in Paris?). In the Lou-
vre, we all marveled at Leonardo's Mona Lisa, as well 
as many other masterpieces such as Vermeer's The 
Lacemaker, a small painting that is (in my opinion) one 
of the fmest in the museum. The representation of light 
in space is phenomenal: the lacemaker is illuminated 
by incoming light, and the transom of the window casts 
shadows onto the \Vh ite wall. Vermeer was a master of 
color and light effects on the environment. Lt1 the 
Musee D'Orsay (previously an elegant. huge tra in sta-
tion now converted into a monumental art museum), 
we e1tjoyed the paintings and sculptures by artists such 
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as Manet, Monet, Renoir, Cezanne, Toulouse-
Lautrec, and, of course, especially those by Van Gogh 
and Gauguin in anticipation of our up-coming river 
trip to the counhyside where they lived and painted. 
After our brief stay in Paris, on a beautiful 
sunny morning we boarded buses that took us to Cha-
lon where we boarded the River Royale, our home for 
the next few days. The rooms were bright and cheerful, 
with every space designed and used for a pmticular 
purpose, and on shipboard was an outstanding restau-
rant, and many amenities such as an upper sun deck 
with huge umbrellas, an exercise room, a small library, 
a coffee/tea room, computer facilities, a gift shop, 
cocktail lounge, and a large well-appointed reception 
room that also served as an area for lectures, presenta-
tions and special activities. There were 125 guests and 
an adequate and helpful multinational staff. We de-
parted from Chalon on the Saone River. The Saone 
joined the Rhone River at Lyon and took us south. We 
stopped each day at places including the large city of 
Lyon and the small towns of Macon, Tomnon/T'ain 
L'Hermitage and Viviers. Without exception, the town 
tour guides were friendly, knowledgeable and allowed 
us time to visit shops, museums and visit with local 
townspeople. What a wonderful way to get in touch 
with the counhy, the customs and the uniqueness of the 
area! 
In addition to the tours, we had three lectures 
on the ship. In Lyon, two si lk painters brought samples 
of their work and illustrated how the hand painting of 
silk scarves, etc. is clone. In T'ain L'Hermitage, a repre-
sentative of the Vrhona chocolate factory gave a lesson 
in the histo1y of chocolate and presented a chocolate 
tasting exercise much like wine tasting. Each year, 200 
premium chocolate specialists are trained at L'Ecole du 
Grand Chocolat in this tmvn. As we approached Aries, 
one of our guides gave an excellent lecture on Van 
Gogh and his time in that city. 
Examples of city tours were a night city cruise 
through Lyon where the lights were spectacular; a wine 
excmsion to Beaujolais; a city tour of Lyon (Julius 
Caesar founded the city about 2000 years ago and as a 
result has many Roman remains as well as Renaissance 
architectme and wonderful cuisine). In Viviers, a walk-
ing tour took us to visit the beautiful Cathedral of St. 
Vincent where we heard a breath-taking organ concert; 
and in Avignon, we visited the Palais des Papes, an 
impressive piece of architecture built between 1335 and 
1364 (the walls are 17 to 18 feet thick and resting on a 
giant rock, the palace is virtually impregnable). 
Finally we arrived in Aries. This Mediterra-
nean town is known for its unique Provencal light. the 
feature that drew Van Gogh to the area. Aries has been 
in existence since the 6th century B.C. when the an-
cient Greeks knew it as Theline. In the short time that 
Vincent Van Goah lived in this re<>ion. he l)ainted a 
phenomenal amount of work that we all recognize today 
for its emotional vibrancy, extraordinaiy use of color 
and texture, and an intense personal relationship to the 
environment. Van Gogh painted some of his most fa-
mous paintings here, such as Night Cafe, The Yellow 
House, Stan); Night Over the Rhone, and L'Arlesienne. 
It should also be noted that for two months in 1888, 
Paul Gauguin visited Van Gogh in Aries. This came 
about at the invitation of Vincent, who hoped the two 
could establish a new, vital artist colony in Provence, 
one that would grow and prosper and be a model for 
other artists in France and beyond. As the author of The 
Yellow House (1) noted: "Never before or since have 
two such towering artists occupied so small a space. 
They were the Odd Couple of art histo1y- one calm, the 
other volatile and the denouement of their living ar-
rangement was explosive1. Two months after Gauguin 
atTived in Provence, Vari Gogh suffered a psychological 
crisis that culminated in his cutting off part of an ear. He 
was institutionalized for most of the rest of his shmt life 
and never saw Gauguin again." We visited Espace Van 
Gogh, where he once went to seek treatment for his ill-
ness in a public hospital that is now a museum. 
On June 25, 1944, the building where Van Gogh lived 
(and where Gauguin visited, and lived for the two-
month period) was hit in a bombing raid. The explosion 
reduced Vincent's bedroom to rubble, but part of the old 
studio and Gauguin's bedroom survived for a while 
longer. Today, there is nothing left of the yellow house 
but memories and, of course, Van Gogh's recollections 
and powerful impressions of it in sketches and on can-
vas. For additional reading see the references that fol-
low. 
Marlene and Gary at the Cafe Van Gogh 
l would recommend a river cruise for the sheer 
joy of relaxation. visiting villages along the river. meet-
ing local people, sampling local cuisine. and also having 
the opportunity to focus on architechll'e. art. religion and 
geography. France is a good place for this adventme! 
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References: 
(1) 
Gayford, Martin. The Yellow House (subtitled Van 
Gogh, Gauguin and Nine Turbulent Weeks in Aries). 
New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2006. 
(2) 
Silvennan, Debora. Van Gogh and Gauguin (subtitled 
The Search for Sacred Art). New York: FaITar, Straus 
and Giroux. 2000. 
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